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The Problem
Ecosystems in bodies of water such as 
Salisbury Pond are being damaged by 
pollutants and sediment buildup, causing 
extirpation of species in certain regions.
Pollution Consequences
 Sediment build-up and pesticides affect 
the biodiversity and health of the pond
 Sediment in pond is filled with 
contaminants that can be 
released in water 
 Effects of pesticides
 Over-growth of plants decreases 
oxygen levels which affects fish
 Healthy plants can be affected by 
other invasive species that are 
flourishing from proteins 
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Background
Salisbury Pond in Institute Park, adjacent to 
the WPI campus, is an important 
contribution to the wildlife presence and the 
aesthetic of this part of the city.  Sediment 
has built up at the bottom of the pond over 
past years, leading to an average depth of 
just 3 feet.
Project Goals
 Educating WPI students on the condition 
of the pond and how it affects species
 Determining the best solution to remove 
contaminated sediment from the pond 
Set up dredging 
equipment
Remove the 
polluted 
sediment
Dispose of 
contaminated 
sediment safely
Monitor the 
effects on the 
pond afterwards
Dredging Steps to Success: Salisbury Social
 Event hosted at WPI to educate the 
community
 Presentation about the sediment buildup 
and its effects on the environment
 Refreshments and raffle for attendees
 December 9, 2017
Salisbury Pond 
in Institute Park-
Worcester, MA
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